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Wendy Ishii officiates as Jonathan Farwell
and Deb Note-Farwell renew their wedding
vows on stage at Bas Bleu Theatre.
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Cultural vibrance lures

acting co

Cupid soon took center
stage when actors Deb Note
and Jonathan Farwell met in
1994 at the initial rehearsal of
William Nicholson's “Shadow-
lands” in Ashland, Ore.

The following June, they
recited their marriage vows —
for real, albeit onstage — after
a matinee performance. Both
had just moved to Ashland
and didn’t know many people,
so they invited the audience to
be their wedding guests.

Ten years later they renew-
ed their vows as they first took
them — onstage after a per-
formance of the same play that
brought them together — at
the Bas Bleu Theatre in Fort
Collins. Wendy Ishii, the the-
ater’s artistic director
Jonathan’s longtime friend, led
the ceremony. This time the Farwells
invited their new friends and neighbors
in Fort Collins to join them in the cele-
bration and in the start of another
“stage” in their lives.

Artistic collaboration in the commu-
nity and plans for a cultural center
downtown played a role in bringing the
dynamic couple to Fort Collins.

“Arts in the community are really
booming now,” Deb says. “Arts Alive is

and

a wonderful alliance with people who
are doers. When it comes to fruition, it
will support and complement every
small arts group. It promotes all the
arts, not just theater arts.”

Arts Alive is a collaboration of the-
aters, art galleries, music venues, muse-
ums and other organizations in the com-

munity. Ishii, a supporter of the group,
has been promoting artistic collabora-
tion in Fort Collins since moving to the
city in the mid-1980s. She arrived short-
ly after a gig on the soap opera “All My
Children” alongside Jonathan.

“My character was a noble lawyer,”
Ishii says with mock chagrin. “Jonathan
played the part of an evil judge (Martel)
who ruled against me. I lost my case.”

But Ishii has prevailed in her efforts
to persuade her colleague to move to
Fort Collins.

She says it started as sort of a joke.
Each time Jonathan came to town, she
would ask when he was moving to Fort
Collins. Jonathan says he was always
impressed with the area. He brought
Deb to Fort Collins on their honeymoon,
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Jonathan and
eb perform in

run at Bas Bleu
Theatre earlier
this month
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and they performed "A Miscellany of
Music and Monologues" at Bas Bleu. In
August 2004, he and Deb came to cele-
brate Bas Bleu's move to its new location
and perform in the old theater's "Last
Hurrah." When they returned to attend
the grand-opening of the new venue in
October, they gave in to Ishii's request
and staked their claim in Clydesdale
Park, south of East Mulberry Street.

Downtown revival

The Farwells say they are invigorat-
ed by a renewed interest in the arts, par-
ticularly downtown. They say they feel
an energy in Fort Collins they haven’t
experienced in a long time.

The newcomers are eager to see
what unfolds with the Downtown
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Development Authority’s vision for a
cultural center modeled after the Chau-
tauqua Institute in New York. DDA
executive director Chip Steiner hopes
the area will flourish as theaters, arts
organizations, recreational facilities,
Colorado State University, restaurants
and retailers work together toward a
cultural revival.

“It will be a really rich, well-round-
ed experience that is similar to Chau-
tauqua, N.Y., but with two big distinc-
tions,” Steiner says. “One is that we
intend to overlay it on the existing busi-
ness district; we want all of the down-
town to be the campus. And secondly,
we do not want to compete with exist-
ing programs; we want to partner with
them to market nationally.”

The DDA is putting $560,000 into the
project this year, part of a $3 million
pledge to get the cultural center started.
Weekly themed programs would
explore the arts, history, politics, science
and more by using the talents and
resources of existing businesses, organ-
izations, artists and educators. Steiner
hopes a multipurpose facility with

A BHA artist's rendering of the Downtown
Development Authority's vision for Old Town

classrooms and small auditoriums, a
marketplace, an amphitheater and a
performing arts center will be part of
the reformation, which he expects could
take 10 years.

“The programming will drive the
need for bricks and mortar,” Steiner
says. “Communities that focus on the
cultural side tend to attract other cre-
ative people across the spectrum.”

Steiner is delighted that talented per-
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formers like Deb and Jonathan are mov-
ing to Fort Collins with this vision in
their hearts. He is also reaching out to
C5U for “untapped resources” that
could enhance the cultural program-
ming, including the new University Cen-
ter for the Arts. Ishii teaches an acting
class at Colorado State University. She
says it is the balance of arts and technol-
ogy, culture and education that will
make the downtown vision a success.
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‘Communities that
focus on the cultural
side tend to attract
other creative people
across the spectrum.’
— Chip Steiner, DDA

A bright future

The Farwells have already started
visiting schools to share with students
their passion for theater. They look for-
ward to working with the university as
guest artists and collaborating with
students and faculty in cultural pro-
grams downtown.

“We find it thrilling the way the uni-
versity energy permeates the city with
such an incredible life force,” the Far-
wells say, speaking almost in unison
and finishing each other’s sentences.
“Many other university cities do not
have the cultural infusion into the com-
munity that we have here. Tn other
places it sort of stays on campus, as if
drama departments didn’t want the
students to go out into the community.”

The couple is looking forward to a
variety of opportunities in venues
throughout Northern Colorado. Deb
and Jonathan once again presented “A
Miscellany of Music and Monologues”
at Bas Bleu as part of this year’s First
Night Celebration. Deb is playing Yenta
the Matchmaker in Carousel Dinner
Theater’s presentation of “Fiddler on
the Roof,” starting Jan. 26.

“Although Bas Bleu may have been
the magnet that brought them here,
they’re artists, and they will hopefully
work with all the arts organizations
and educational places in town,” Ishii
says.

After 11 years the Farwells are still
making headlines for their true love
story, which in ways echoes the plot of
the play that brought them together.
Their passion still burns as dramatical-
ly as their art, as does their enthusiasm
for Fort Collins, their chosen home. =

Freelance writer Maryjo Faith Morgan lives
in Loveland.
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