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Teachers don't start their careers
intent upon having a building named
after them. But look behind the names
of some of Fort Collins' buildings and
you're likely to find a person who simply
did her best and expected nothing less
from her students and colleagues.

Take, for example, the Roberta L.
Price Civic Auditorium at Thompson
Valley High School in Loveland.

Over her 30 years in the Thompson
School District, former Colorado State
University student Roberta Price partic-
ipated in and/or ran the district's theater
center, music guild, school and summer
productions. Theater became the pas-
sion for this woman who had wanted to
teach since she was in third grade.

“So often, teachers can become 
discouraged because people are down
on public education… when you look
around… there are lots of good students
in public schools,” she said. “There's a

wealth of talent.”
Price, who retired from

teaching in 1994, commends
her mentors, a veritable litany
of “who's who” in drama and
theater from exceptional 
programs at Colorado State
College (now UNC), Colorado
State University, Denver University
and the University of Colorado.

Local entrepreneur Chauncey Taylor
believes Price seemed to have a strategy
for every kid she encountered as a 
motivator, mentor and coach.

“She challenged, encouraged, made
me stretch and touched so many lives,”
Taylor said. “I feel compelled to 'pay it
forward' because of her.”

Former student Peter Muller says he
would not be doing what he is today –
opening the Candlelight Dinner
Playhouse – without Price's influence.

“Price was one of those teachers who

cared deeply about her
students… was deeply
respected because of
what she demanded
from her students, not

for being chummy with
them,” he said.

Kathy Browne taught art
in a mandatory humanities class

for high school juniors. Price taught
drama and Laurene Edmondson 
handled music in the class.

“I was fresh out of college team
teaching with these ladies,” she said.
“I'm not sure who was teaching who – I
was learning as much as any student!”

Browne added that as a teacher, Price
could be inspiring and intimidating 
at the same time because she believed 
in her students more than they believed
in themselves.

And so the progression goes… the
mentored become the mentors. ✣
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NEYLA: I enjoy using my dance and drama background in 
contributing to the community arts. Most recent opportunity
was First Night in Fort Collins when a friend and I tap
danced at the Lincoln Center. I also enjoy playing the piano
for the Sunshine Singers when they sing at nursing homes
and community gatherings; and my favorite volunteer job is
keeping my precious granddaughter on a daily basis while
her mother finishes her degree at Colorado State.

KIM: In April I co-chaired a national journalism education 
convention for high school and middle school students 
and advisers that brought more than 4,000 people to
Denver for four days. This was my last big project. 
Most of my volunteer time is school related.

GRETCHEN: The question should be what I haven't volun-
teered to do. I absolutely love giving my time, which is why
just this week, I have volunteered for Project Self-Sufficiency, 
Boys & Girls Clubs, WomenGive and the PSD Foundation.  

DEIDRE: The last time I volunteered was to give a helping
hand to the fine ladies of The Mantooth Company! They
hosted a barbeque and silent auction with proceeds going
to the Easter Seals. I hadn't been in Fort Collins for very
long, so it was great to get out and meet some new people
– and since I will be working in events it was great to learn
some rules of the trade. It was great!

NEYLA: I am a certified teacher in 
secondary education and enjoy 
coaching in music and drama. My
favorite teaching responsibility at 
present is teaching adults and friends
the art of tap dancing, which is the
"rhythm of life."

KIM: I have a great respect for 
teachers and realized many years 
ago I'm not teacher material, but if I
were a teacher, it would be something 
journalism or advertising related.

GRETCHEN: I would love to teach 
creative writing to young kids.

DEIDRE: Both of my parents are 
retired teachers (both were amazing
teachers, I might add!), so the idea 
to be one myself has passed through 
my mind a time or two. If I were to
choose, I think I would like to be a 
high school psychology and sociology
teacher. Both subjects are really 
interesting to me, and I think students 
could have a lot of fun and learn a lot! ✣

I F  YO U  W E R E  A  T E A C H E R ,
W H AT  W O U L D  YO U  T E A C H ?
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W H AT  WA S  T H E  L A S T  T H I N G  
YO U  V O LU N T E E R E D  TO  D O ?
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NEYLA: My emphasis at
Colorado State was speech 
communications and 
drama. I regret that I did 
not take more dance and 
choreography, as well 
as music theory and 
composition.

KIM: I could have benefited 
from a class on “Don't 
Sweat the Small Stuff.”

GRETCHEN: I would've 
appreciated a class focused
on career skills, networking
and customer service.

DEIDRE: This one is a toughie!
The one subject that ranks up
there would probably have 
to be money management. 
I wish I knew more about
investing money and how 
to properly budget my
income. All I can say is thank 
goodness for online banking!!

W O M E N  F R O M  O U R  P A S T since well-behaved women 
rarely make 

history...


